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1 . THE ACTIONS OF THE POLICE, SINCE FRAGA HAS ASSUMED CONTROL 
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OP THE INTERIOR MINISTRY, HAVE BEEN IN MARKED CONTRAST TO 
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PROVIOUS PRACTICE. THIS HAS BEEN MOST NOTICEABLE IN THREE 
AREAS: (A) THE ARRESTS OF RIGHTISTS FOR TERRORIST ACTS, (B) THE 
RELATIVE RESTRAINT WITH WHICH THEY HAVE HANDLED DEMONSTRATIONS, 
AND (C) THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE POLICE FROM THE UNIVERSITIES. 

2. FOR THE FIRST TIME THE POLICE HAVE ACTED TO DETAIN RIGHT 
WING PERPETRATORS OF VIOLENCE. BESIDES THE ARREST JAN 8 

OF 14 ALLEGED MEMBERS OF THE "GRUPO DE ACCION SINDICALISTA 
(GAS)" - ALL BUT THREE HAVE BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED ON 
"PROVISIONAL LIBERTY" - THE POLICE ALSO HAD ARRESTED EARLIER 
TWO OTHER GAS BULLY-BOYS IN BARCELONA. (REFTEL) 

3. THE RESTRAINT OF THE POLICE IN DEALING WITH DEMONSTRATIONS 
HAS COMPLEMENTED THATOF THE GOVT IN DEALING WITH THE METRO 
STRIKE. IN MOST CASES, RATHER THAN ARRESTING FOR ILLEGAL 
ASSEBMLY, TH POLICE HAVE DISPERSED DEMONSTRATIONS AND LIFTED 
THE ID CARDS OF SOME INDIVIDUALS. THEY HAVE USED TEAR GAS AND 
OTHER MORE SOPHISTICATED MOB CONTROL METHODS TO AVOID DESPERATE 
ACTIONS BY EITHER DEMONSTRATORS OR THE POLICE THEMSELVES, 

E.G., GUIDING DEMONSTRATIONS INTO OPEN STREETS RATHER THAN INTO 
DEAD END STREETS. STRIKERS AND DEMONSTRATORS FOR A GENERAL 
AMNESTY HAVE MADE FREQUENT USE OF PARISH CHURCHES AS PLACES 
OF REFUGE OR FOR SIT-INS; ONLY ON A FEW OCCASIONS HAVE THE 
POLICE FORCIBLY DISLODGED WORKERS. SOME INJURIES HAVE OCCURRED 
BUT MOST AS A RESULT OF CONFUSION AND PANIC ON THE PART OF 
DEMONSTRATORS OR BY-STANDERS. THE CHANGE IN POLICE METHODS 
IS ALREADY QUITE EVIDENT AND REFLECTS THE CHANGE OF POLICY 
DEFINED BY THE NEW MINISTER OF INTERIOR AS DESCRIBED BY THE 
NEW DIRGEN OF SECURITY, GENERAL CASTRO SAN MARTIN, TO AN EMBOFF 
JAN 15, THE POLICE WANT TO IMPROVE THEIR IMAGE AND AVOID ACTIONS 
WHICH SMACK OF REPRESSION AND BRUTALITY. 

4. JUDGING FROM GOVT STATEMENTS AND ITS ACTIONS THE GOVT 
DOES NOT INTEND TO "TOLERATE POLITICAL STRIKES" OR STRIKES 
WHICH DISRUPT ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES. RATHER THAN USING 
FORCE TO END STRIKES OR DEMONSTRATIONS, HOWEVER, THE GOVT 
HAS SOUGHT TO LINE UP PUBLIC OPINION ON ITS SIDE FOR THE 
CONTINUITY OF ESSENTIAL PUBLIC SERVICES AND USE IT AS A MEANS 

OF INDUCING STRIKING WORKERS TO RETURN TO THE BARGAINING TABLE. 
THE CONTIUATION OF A SERIES OF STRIKES IN PUBLIC SERVICES, 
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ACCOMPANIED BY SPORADIC DEMONSTRATIONS, COULD WEAR DOWN THE 
PLATEAU OF RESTRAINT BEING OBSERVED BY THE POLICE. AND THERE 
IS CONSERVATIVE AND, WE BELIEVE, MILITARY CRITICISM OF THE 
NEW GOS FOR NOT CRACKING DOWN HARDER. 

5. THE NEW MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ROBLES PIQUER, ANNOUNCED 
JAN 9 THAT CONTROL OF THE UNIVERSITIES WOULD BE RETURNED TO 
UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES, THAT POLICE WOULD BE WITHDRAWN AND 
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THAT THE RECTORS AND DEANS WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE EOR THE 
MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER ON THE CAMPUSES. ON JAN 12 POLICE 
MOVED ONTO THE CAMPUS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MADRID (COMPLUTENSE), 
HOWEVER, TO DISPERSE A LARGE DEMONSTRATION OF STUDENTS. 

IN THE ABSENCE OF A REPRESENTATIVE STRUCTURE IN THE UNIVERSITIES 
STUDENTS CAN BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE DEMONSTRATING FOR THE REFORMS 
WHICH THE NEW MINISTER HAS PROMISED. UNFORTUNATELY, THE PCE 
AND THE VARIOUS EXTREMIST STUDENTS WANT THE POLICE TO COME BACK 
IN ORDER TO QTE DEMONSTRATE UNQTE THE REPRESSIVE CHARACTER OF 
THE GOS. 

6. THE CABINET MEETS THIS EVENING TO DISCUSS THE STRIKE 
PUBLIC ORDER SITUATION. WE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED TO SEE AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT, DESIGNED TO QUELL CONSERVATIVE CRITICISM, 

OF SOME KIND OF GRADUATED RESPONSE TO THESE CHALLENGES, BUT 
WE DO NOT EXPECT A REAL REVERSAL OF THE NEW, MORE SOPHISTICATED 
WAY OF DEALING WITH THESE MATTERS. 

EATON 
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